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How To Search  JSTOR 

 
JSTOR is a not-for-profit organization that maintains an archive of scholarly journals that are accessible 
electronically.  JSTOR is not a current issues database.  There is typically a 1 to 5 year lag time before articles 
are released to JSTOR.  JSTOR can provide valuable access to journals not found in NWC Library’s print 
collection.  
 
PART I: ACCESSING JSTOR 
Go to the NWC Library Homepage (http://www.nwc.navy.mil/library/), click Databases, and select JSTOR. 
 
 
PART II: SEARCHING JSTOR 
 

Basic Search:  
To begin, click  SEARCH.  The Basic Search box will appear. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enter one or more search terms.  See the section below on Search Term Operators for examples or how to 
formulate words for your search.  Click Search. 
 
Search Term Operators 
 

• Use quotations marks to search for a phrase.   
“Law of the Sea”         “national security”         “weapons of mass destruction” 

  
• Use Boolean operators AND, OR, NOT to combine terms.  

biological AND terrorism searches for  both the words biological and terrorism  
bioterrorism OR “biological terrorism” searches for either the word bioterrorism or the 

phrase biological terrorism. 
 

• One term followed by another assumes the AND operator.  
national security finds national AND security 
 

http://www.nwc.navy.mil/library/


• Use ? to replace the number zero, or a letter.  Repeat, as needed, for multiple letters. 
wom?n = women or woman 

       nav?? = navy, naval, (but not navies) 
 

• Use quotations marks and the symbol ~ to search for words near one another.   
“security terrorism”~10 searches for the word security within 10 words of the word terrorism  

  
• See “JSTOR Help Topics” found by clicking Tips, for more information. 

 
 

Citation Search: 
 
If you are looking for a specific article and know some (or all) of the citation information, the easiest way to 
search JSTOR is to use the link  JSTOR Citation Search located on the basic search page.   At JSTOR Citation 
Search you may enter citation information such as the article title, author’s name, and select a journal title.  This 
feature of JSTOR is currently being previewed. 
 
Results List: 
 
JSTOR automatically sorts the results by 
relevance.  You may resort the results by 
date or journal title by selecting the desired 
function from the pull-down menu, and 
clicking Sort. 
 
Note that you may also save and/or export all resulting citations with active links to the full-text article, by 
clicking Save All Citations on This Page, viewing the saved citations, and exporting or  
e-mailing them to yourself. 
 
How to Print Articles: 
 
Once you have chosen an article, have opened it up, and want to print it, find the word PRINT located under 
the red JSTOR toolbar, select it.  
 
Next, click Proceed with 
printing. 
 
An Adobe Acrobat widow  
will open up and the article 
will be downloaded. 
 
BE PATIENT! This process 
may take a few minutes. 
 
Once the article appears, you may print or save the file to disk by clicking the disk icon on the Acrobat toolbar. 
 
 
 

Please see a Reference Librarian for further assistance. 
 


